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1. S. A. Waiz (comp.), Indians Abroad Directory. Bombay, 1934.
2. Quoted in S. Z. Lari, A History of Sindh, Karachi. 1994, p. 188.
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4. For an overall view. see in particular L. Pan. Sons of the Yellow
Emperor: the Story of Overseas Chinese, London, 1990, and Wang
Gungwu. China and the Chinese Overseas, Singapore. 1991,
5. Among recent contributions. se C. Clarke. C. Peach and S.
Vertovec {eds.}. South Asians Overseas: Migration and Ethinicity,
Cambridge. 1990; S. Vertovec (ed.}. Aspects of the South Asian
Diaspora. Delhi. 1991: R. Ballard (ed.), Desh Pardesh: The South Asian
Presence in Britain. London, 1994; P. Van der Veer (ed.}. Nation and
Migration: The Politics of Space in the South-Asian Diaspora,
Philadelphia, 1995. See also for a review of the literature, BR. K. Jain.
Indian Communities Abroad: Themes and Literature. Delhi. 1993.
6. P. Van der Veer. 'Intrcduction: the Diaspcric lmagination‘\ tn Van
der Veer (ed.). Nation and Migration, pp. 7-8. ,
7. See K. Davis. The Population of India and Pakistan. Princeton.
1951, Table 35, p. 99.
8. He writes: 'We need to te aware that when we talk about Sikh
migration we are choosing to use an imrecise adjective.' See W. H.
MclLeod. The First Forty Years of Sikh Migration', in N. G. Barrier and V.
A. Dusenbery (eds.). The Sikh diaspora: Migration and Experience
Beyond the Punjab. Deihi. 1989, p. 32. For a more recent gdiscussion.
see V. A. Dusenbery. ' A Sikh Diaspora? Contested identities and
Realities', in van der Veer {ed.). Nation and Migration, pp. Constructed
17-42.
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10. Diasporas’. in C. Metiasscux red.]. The Development of Indigenous
Trade and Markets in West Africa. London, 1971, p. 269,
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History of the Parsis. Including their Manners. Customs, Religicn and
Present Position, London. 1884, vol. Il pp. 4-43 and J. K. fairbank.
Trade and Diplomacy on the China Coast: The opening of the Treaty
Ports, 1842-1854, Cambridge. MA. 1964, pp. 7-63. 155, 160. 173.

13. See M. Mamdanli, Politics and Class Formation in Uganda. London.
1976, pp. 86-109. ’
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1931, vol. |, India Repont, by J. H. Hutton, Delhi, 1933, Subsidiary Table
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various parts of the British Empire for the period 1926-32', pp. 78 ff..
and various colonial censues.
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and Settlement (1786-1957). Cambridge, 1963, Appendix 3. pp. 312-15.
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the Makihg of the World-Economy. 1570-1940, London. 1996.
27. An Exception is R. Brown, Capital and Entrepreneurship in
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8 i o oxipr ol AT SN b 8 pma Y
F. Braudel. Civilization and Capitalism 15th-18th Century. vol. 1l. The
Wheels of Commerce. London. 1982, p. 143.
Sl N S ool " e e b bl bl
JL&‘ULJ«J»J‘:WJ).JLJ IS G g S e i b
JL{&’)J-‘“SJL“J“J’J)L?QJL’;&&-: o b o JBY sl
by plmonl” Ul 5 5 g o S e U7 e el e

g St 20 40

30. Ng Chin-Keong. Trade and Society: the Amoy Network on the China
Coast 1683-1735. Singapore. 1983.
31. Ibid.. pp. 3-4
32. See D. W. Rudnet. Caste and Capitalism in Colonial India: The
Nattukottai Chettiars. Berkeley, CA. 1994.
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3. C. L. Mariwalia, History of the Commerce of Sindh (from Early Times
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9. Wink, Al Hind, p. 173.

10. Allen, 'The Indian Merchant Community of Masgat'.

11. See S. Subrahmanyam, 'The Portuguese, Thatta and the External

Trade of Sind, 1515-1635'. Revista de Cultura, nos. 13-14, 1991, pp.

48-58. )

12. See S. P. Chablani, Economic Conditions in Sind 1592 to 1843,

Bombay, 1951, p. 52.

13. A. Hamilton, A New Account of the East Indies, London, 1744,
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1976, p. 39.
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"10-1780, Leiden, 1995.
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19. See Allen, The Indian Merchant Community of Masgat'.

20. See A. B. Advani. 'Hyderabad: a Brief Historical Sketch'. Sindhian
‘World, vol. 1, no. 6, 1940, pp. 356-69.

21. On the Malwa opium trade. see. for an cverview. D. F. Owen, British
‘Opium Policy in china and India, New Haven. CT, 1934, pp. 80-112,
Parliamentary Papers, House of Commons, 1831-32, vol. VI,
Appendixes to the reports of the Committee on the East India company
affairs. Appendix |V, 'Abstract of correspondence regarding Malwa
opuim. commencing from the Year 1818 to the Year 1828', pp. 26-59,
Royal Commission on Opuim, 1894-1895, vol. VII. Final Report. part Il
Historical Appendixes. London, 1895, 'Apendix B. Historical
Memorandum, by R. M. Dane’, pp. 28-63. For details of the route, see in
particular IOR. Bengal Board of Revenue (Miscellaneous) Proceedings,
Opium, Consultation 8A, 9 March 1824. enclosing letter from opuum
agent in Malwa to Board of Revenue. 17 February 1824. enclosing
'Memgcrandum respecting the export of opium to Pahilie and Demaun'.
and consultation 18. 22 April 1824. from ibid.. enclosing information
collected at Paii by a native informant.
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no. 8 A. 9 March 1824. Bengal Board of Revenue (Miscellaneous

Proceedings, Opium. 9 March to 22 June 1824. and enclosue in ibid.
ibid.. 22 April 1824. Consultation no. 18, ibid.

72
www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



‘“p,l,';lg Sl

25. Native agent in Sind to Colonel H. Pottinger, 27 November 1830,
trans. by A. Burnes, assistant resident, 20 December 1830, Bombay
Revenue Proceedings, December 1830, no. 135. ]

26. A. burnes, 'On the Commerce of Hyderabad and Lower Sind'. in
Reports and Papers, Political. Geographical and Commercial Submitted
to Government by Sir Alexander Burnes, Lieutenant Leech, Dr. Lord and
Lieutenant Wood Employed on Missions in the years 1835-37 in Scinde,
Afghanistan and Adjacent Countries, Calcutta, 1839, p. 21.
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Young Egypt, Karachi.
33. Memoirs of Seth Naomal. p. 68.
34. See L. M. M. Thakurdas. 'Hindus and Talpurs of Sind'. Modern
Review, vol. 51, 1932, pp. 265-72.
35. See, however, B. M. Advani, Sindh-je-Hindus-je Tarikh (History of
Sindhi Hindus) in Sindhi, Hyderabad.

36. Gazetteer of the Province of Sind, compiled by E. H. Aitken.
Karachi, 1907.
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37. U. T. Thakur, Sindhi Culture, Bombay, 1959.
38. Calculated from Appendix A, 'Comparative Tables showing the
number and distribution of various Hindu castes {1891 to 1931} in sind’,
n ibid, pp. 207-33. i
39. For an interesting although controversial analysis of this question,
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Sind, 1937-47', South Asia, new series, vol. 16, no. |, 1993, pp. 53-72.
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particular, ch. 2, 'Partition and Mas Exodus', pp. 22-60.
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49. See R. D. Choksey, The Story of Sind {(An Economic Survey),
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‘Sind 1865-1901, London, 1997. See also H. Khuhro, The Making of

Modern Sind: British Policy and Social Change in the Ninteenth Century,

‘Karachi, 1978.

51. See N. Bhattacharya, 'Lenders and Debtors: Punjab Ccuntryside.

1880-1940', Studies in History, new series, vol. 1. no. 2. 1985, pp.
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52. See Cheesman, Landlord Power, p. 164,
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55. On the growth of the pont of Karachi and its connections with the
Punjab, see A. F. Bailie. Kurrachee (Karachi), Past. Present and Future,
London, 1890, and |. Banga, 'Karachi and its Hinterland under Colonial
Rule', in I. Banga (ed.). Ports and their Hinterlands in India (1700-1950),
Delhi, 1992, pp. 337-58. '
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indian merchants, 1750~1947
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1. A. Burnes. 'On the Commerce of Shikarpoor and Upper Sind;e‘.
Reports and Papers, Political, Commercial and Geographical submitted
to the Government...., Bombay, 1839, cemmercial, pp. 23-31.

2. Zia Barni, Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi, Sayid Ahmad Khan (ed.), Calcutta,
1862, pp. 305-307. quoted in I. Habib, 'Merchant Communities in
Pre-colonial India’, in J. Tracy {ed.). The Rise of Merchant Empire:
Long-distance Trade in the Early Modern World, Cambridge. 1990. p.
373.

3. According to S. Dale. the name was used in Iran and Turan in
reference to all the merchants from the Punjab. Dale. Indian Merchants
and Eurasian Trade, p. 55.

4. A, Burton. The Bukharans, London, p. 5.

5. See Dale, Indian Merchants and Eurasian Trade, pp. 130-131.

6. A. Burnes, 'On the Commerce of Shikarpoor and Upper Sinde' p. 24.
7. Didgah Kotah ba Pustonha-i-ansui-marz {A Short glance of the
Pushtuns on the other side), Kabul. AH 1374, p. 11, quoted in Z. A,
Golzad. External Influneces and the Development of the Afghan State
in the Nineteenth Century, New York, 1994, p. 38, n. 28.

8. See Yu. Gankovsky, The Durrani Empire', in USSR Academy of
Sciences, Afghanistan: Past and Present, Moscow. 1981, pp. 84-85,
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Despaches Addressed to the Several Governments in India by the
Secretary of State in Council between the 1 January and the 31
December 1861, London, 1862, pp. 362-67. Another succession, the
Voka@ria succession, worth 5,000 pound, was traced to a family in
Multan. Public Despatch to India no. 19 of Sir Charles Wood, 17
February 1963u, IOR, Public & Judicial Department Records, Public
Despatches to Bengal and India 1830-79.
11. 'Shikarpoor- An Historical Memoir, by Captain F. G. Goldsmid', in
Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government. new series.
XVii, Memoirs on Shikarpoor: the Syuds of Roree and Bukkur: the
Khyrepoor State: etc., Bombay, 1855, pp. 1-70.
12. Ibid., part I, p. 24,
13. G. Gorster. A Journey from Bengal to England, London, 1808, 3rd
edn. (reprint Patiala. 1970).

14. Ibid.. vol. ll, pp. 186-187.
15. Ibid., p. 291.
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16. H. Pottinger, Travels in Beloochistan and Sinde, London. 1816, pp.
19-20, 36-37, 77-78.
17. Mir Izzatullah, Masir-i-Bukhara, written for William Moorcroft, There
are several versions of this manuscript, which was translated for the
first time into English by H. H. Wilson in 1825. See M. Szuppe, ‘En quete
de chevaux turkmenes: le journal de voyage de Mir Izzatullah de Delhy
a Boukhara en 1812-1813', Cahiers d'Asie Cenrale, no. 1-2, 1996, pp.
91-111. A more recent, though slightly abridged transtation, was
published as Travels in Central Asia by Meer Izzut Oollah in the years
1812-1813. Trdnslated by Captain Henderson, Calcutta, 1872,
18. Travels in Central Asia by Meer lzzut Oollah, pp. 64-65.
19. G. N. Curzon, Russia in Central Asia in 1889 and the Anglo-Russian
Question, London, 1889. p. 172. :
20. 'Miscellaneous Information Connected with the Town of Shikarpoor,
by the Late Lieutenant T. Postans:, in Selections from the Bombay
Records. new series. no. XVII, Bombay, 1855, pp. 85-93.
21. Goldsmid. ‘Shikarpoor- An Historical Memoir....' p. 45.
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23. Travels in' Central Asia by Meer |zzut Oollah...... p. 65.
24. Mohan Lal, Travels in the Panjab, Afghanistan and Turkestan to
Balk, Bokhara and Herat.... London, 1846 {1st edn., calcuita. 1834). On
Mohan Lal. see C. A. Bayly, empire and Information: Intelligence
Gathering and.Social Communication in India, 1780-1870, Cambridge,
1896, pp. 230-232, who calls him 'India's first modern anti-imperialist'.
25. Mohan Lal. Travels. p. 383.
26. Ibid., pp. 403-404. '
27. lbid.. pp. 404.
28. lbid., pp. 405.
29, Burnes, Travels. vol. |. p. 168.
30. Mascn, Narrative, p. 354,
31. See 'Report on the town and port of Kurachee. accompanied by
information relative to its inhabitants, trade, revenues. imports and
exports. etc., by the late Captain S. V. W. Hart, submitted to
Government on 28 January 1840', in Selections from the Bombay
Records. new series. no. XVII. pp. 211-245. Hart estimated there were
1400 'Khatree Mahajuns' in Karachi.
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33. Quoted in S. Becker. Russia's Protectorates in Central Asia:
Bukhara and Khiva, 1865-1924, Cambridge. MA, 1968, p. 276.
34. J. Wolff, A Mission to Bokhara. ed. G. wint, London, 1909 (1st edn.
London, 1853. p. 150.
35. A. vambery, Travels in Central Asia, Being the Account of a journey
from Bokhara across the Turkoman Desert on the Eastern Shore of the
Caspain to Khiva, Bokhara and Samarcand, London, 1864, p. 372.

36. Quoted in H. Lansdell, Russian Central Asia, including Ku:dja.
Bokhara, Khiva and Merv, London, 1885, vol. I, pp. 440, 541.

37. E. Schuyler, Turkistan, Notes of a Voyage in Russain Turkistan.
Khokand, Bokhora and Kuldja. London. 1876, p. 184.
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39. See confidential Newsletter, 29 October 1878, Political & Secret
Correspondence with India 1875-1911, L/P&S/7/20.
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41. Becker. Russia’'s Protectorates, p. 152. )

42. See for instance A. M. B. Meakin, In Russian Turkestan. A Garden
of Asia and its People, London, 1903, p. 191.
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43. see, however, P. N. Rasulzade, is Istorii Sredne-Indiisiskh svyazei,
Tashkent, 1966, where the role played by Indian moneylenders in the
Ferghana Valley is mentioned.

44. A. G. Nedvetsky (comp.), Bukhara: Caught in Time, Reading, 1993.
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46. St. Petersburg despatch no. 78, 9 April 1894. to Foreign Office
enclosed in Foreign Office to India Office, 19 April 1894. enclosed in
public despatch to India no. 46 of 17 May 1894, in Selections from
Despatches to India January-June 1894, London. 1894. pp. 319-322.
47. A Russian memorandum dated 2/15 January 1901 stated the legal
position as it stood from the Russian point of view. Annex 4 in Foreign
Office to India Office, 29 Janaury 1901, enclosure no. 3 in public
despatchno. 34 of 1301, in Selections from Despatches to India
January- Jhe 1901, London, 1901, pp. 463-459.
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50. On the judicial powsers of the kazis in matters of inheritance in the
emirate of Bukhara, see D. |. Logofet, The Land of Wrong: the Khanate
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of Bokhara and its Present Condition, Simla. 1910 (translated from
Russian edn, St. Petersburg, 1909). p. 29.
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55. See 'Statement of Indian british Subjects proceeding to CentrakAsia
to whompassports were granted during years 1890. 1831 and 1892".
enclosed in Political Despatch from bombay no. 7. 17 February 1894,
IOR, Political & Secret Correspondence with India 1875-1911,
L/P&S/7/305. According to this statement. 125 passports were
delivered in 1890, all to Shikarpuri Hindus, excepting one to a Musiim
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resident of Sukkur, 157 in 1891, all to Shikarpuri Hindus, except 2 to
Hindu residents of Sukkur taluka, and 147 in 1892, all to Shikarpuri
Hindus. :

56. In 1898, 1899 and 1900, the respective number of passports
delivered was 94,127 and 95, according to memorandum no. P/OI, 16
November 1900 from commissioner in Sind to secretary to government
in Political Department, Bombay, enclosed in bombay Political
Proceedings (henceforth BPP), December 1900, Serial no. A 72. During
1912-14 an average of 100 passports a year was delivered, according
to letter no. 803, 21 September 1914, commissioner in 3ind to secretary
to government in the Political Department, Bombay enclosed in BPP,
December 1914, Serial no. A 53.
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59. 'Bokhara', in Encyclopaedia britannica, 11th edn, 1910-11. vol. IV,
Cambridge. 1810, pp. 1567. ‘
60. Becker, Russia's Protectorates. pp. 162-3.
61. Quoted in a statement submitted by Mussamat Rukmanbai, a
Shikarpuri widow whose husband had died in Central Asia. to the
collector of Sukkur. 15 March 1915, enclosed in BPP, July 1915 Serial
no. A 304.

62. On the question of the actual rates of interest paid by agr\cultunsts
in Russian Turkestan.see R. A Pierce (ed.), Mission to turkestan, Being
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the Memoirs of count K. K. Pahlen 1908-1909, London, 1964, pp. 101-2,
and A. woiekof, Le Turkestan Russe, Paris, 1914, p. 145
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64. See Becker, Russia's Protectorates, pp. 180-6.

65. Nedvetsky, Bukhara, p. 59.

66. Collector of Sukkur to commissioner in Sind, no. 3,600, 5 June
1904, enclosed in BPP, June 1905, Serial no. A 102,
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74. Letter from Russian Ministry f Foreign Affairs enclosed in despatch
no. 156 from St Petersburg to Foreign Office, 20 June 1883. enclosed in
Foreign Office to India Office. 3 July 1883, IOR ,Public and Judicial

Annual Files 1880-1930. File J&P 1127/1883, L/P&J/6/101.
75. J. M. Keynes, Indian Currency and Finance, London, 1913. p. 75.
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77. Petition by Ramdas alias Ditaram, Shikarpur 3 June 1914, enclosed
in Privy council to under-secretary of state for foreign affairs, 23 June
1914, IOR, Political and Secret Annual Files 1912-1930.File P
2785/1912, L/P&S/11:24.
78. Memorandum no. P/01, 16 November 1900. See above, note 56.
79. See Report on a Mission to Yarkand in 1873, with the comment of Sir
T. D. Forsyth with historical and geographical information regarding the
possessions of the Ameer of Yarkand, Calcutta. 1875. in particular
Apendices. pp. 496 ff.. giving list of principal merchants. No mention of
the Shikarpuris occurs either in James A. Millward. Beyond the Pass:
Economy. Ethnicity and Empire in Quing Central Asia 1759-1864.
Stanford, 1998, a detailed study of the Sinkiang economy.
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80. See J. Rizvi, 'The Trans-Karakoram Trade in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth Centuries', The Indian Economic and Social History Review
(IESHR), vol. 31, no. 1, 1994, pp. 27-64.

81. See C. P. Skrine and P. Nightingale, Macartney at Kashgar: New
Light on British, Chinese and Russian Activities in Sinkiang, 1890-1918,
London, 1973, p. 1186.

82. Ibid., p. 148.

83. Ibid., pp. 158-9.

84. In the Kashgar diary, under the entry for 5 November 1908, copy in
IOR, Political & Secret Correspondence with India 1875-1911, Political
& Secret Letters from India 1908, L/P&S/7/224, Macarney's deputy,
Shuttleworth wrote from Karghalik, a locality in Kashgaria.

85. Kashgar daify, entry for 15 February 1909, copy IOR, Political and
Secret Letters from india, 1909, L/P&S/7/227.

86. D. Fraser, The Marches of Hindust‘an, the Record of a Journey in
Thibet, Trans-Himalayan India, chinese Turkestan, Russian Turkestan
and Persia, Edinburgh and London, 1907, pp. 272-3.

87. See Kashgar diary entry for 17 August 1903, IOR, Political & Secret
Letters from India 1903, L/P&S/7 157: 'Meng Raj (a prominent local
Shikarpuri) Sa'ys he used to buy 200 maunds per week of wheat flour in
Yarkand for export to Fyzabad (a neighbouring town).'

88. L. E. Nyman, Great Britain and Chinese, Russian and Japanese
Interest in Sinkiang, 1918-1934, Lund, 1977, p. 30.

89. On the events of 1933-34 in southern Sinkiang, see A. K. Wu,
Turkistan Tu_mu!t, London, 1940, pp. 240-53 and A. D. W. Forbes,
Warlords and Muslims in Chinese Central Asia: a Political History of
Republican Sinkiang 1911-1949, Cambridge, 1986, pp. 63-96.

90. See British consul, Kashgar to foreign secretary, Government of
(ndia,in the Foreign & Political Department, 23 January 1938, enclosed
in F 1439/2/10, PRO, Foreign Office Records, Foreign Office general
(Political) Correspondence, Far East 1936, FO 371/20 200.

91. Appendix 'C', 'List of losses of British subjects murdered in
Kargalik', in ibid. ‘
92. See consul at Kashgar to resident in Kashmir, enclosed in resident
in Kashmir no. 422- G, 23 May 1917, to foreign secretary to the
Governenment of India in the Foreign and Political Department, BPP,
October 1917, Serial no. A 572.

93. Report on the Tour in Afghanistan of His Majestry Amir Habib-Uliah
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Khan in 1907 by Fakir Sayid ittikhar-ud-Din, British Agent at Kabul,
Simla, 1908, pp. 16-17, enclosed in Secret Letter from Ihdia no. 511, 4
February 1909, IOR, Politcal & Secret Letters from India 1909
L/P&S/225.

94. V.Gregorian. The Emergence of Modern Afghanistan: Policies of
Reform and Modernisation. 1880-1946, Stanford, 1969, pp. 62-63.
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101. Report on the British Indian Commercial Mission to South-Eastern
Persia during 1904-05, A. H. Glendowe-Newcomen,Calcutta. 1906.
102. As mentioned in the 'Report on the trade and commerce of Bandar
Abbas for 1912-13', enclosed in H. V. Biscoe, consul.to the secretary to
the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 20 December 1913,
India foreign Proceedings, External. February 1914, Pro No. 5.
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105. Letter no 293, 9 June 1904 from Captain A. D. Macpherson, His
Britannic Majesty's consul at Seistan and Kain to Louis
W.Dane,seéretary tothe Government of India in he Foreign department.
enclosed in Serial no. A 84, BPP, July 1904,
106. Letter no. 717, 15 December 1303, from Captain A. D. G. Ramsay.
officiating consul in Seistan to Louis W. Dane, enclosed in letter no.
1997. 17 May 1904, from E. H. S Clarke, assistant secretary to the
Government of India, Foreign Department, to S. W. Edgerley, acting
chief secretary to government.Political Department, Bembay, Serial no.
A 83, BPP, May 1904,
107. Letter no. 149, 12 March 1904, from Lt. Col. C. F. Minchin. HBM's
consul-general and agent of the Government of India in Khorrassan to
Louis W. Dane, ibid.
108. P. M. Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 198.
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Frontier Province 1o foreign secrstary. government of India. Fereign &

Political Department, memo no. 193/D. W.. 18 May 1921, IOR, Political
and Secret Annual Files 1912-1930. File P 2696/1922, L/P&S/11/216.

112. Petition @7 December 1931 enclosed in memo no. 531, 28
December 1931, from HBM consul Kandahar to counsellor. British
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Legation, kabul. enclosed in counselior, British Legation, Kabui. memo
no. 194. 9 January 1932, to deputy secretary to the Government of
India. Foreign & political Department. copy in IOR. Political * Secret
External Files and Collection, Collection 32/5. ‘Position of british
subjects in Russia and their protection’ L/P&S5/12/4007.

113. See L. C. Jain. Indigenous Banking in India. London. 1928, p. 45,
where the Multanis are mentioned as one of the two examples of
‘bankers qua bankers' {the others being the Chettiars). as opposed to
‘bankers-cum-traders’.
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"116. On the origins of the fortune of the Hindujas. see C. Cragg, The

New Maharajahs: The commercial Princes of India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh. London 1996. pp. 33-4.
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Indian merchants, 1750-1947
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Indian merchants, 17501947
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