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There was a door to which I found no key
There was a veil past which 1 could not see
Some little taik a while of me and Thee
There seemed and then no more of thee and me
(Rubaiyat Omar Khayam)
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The word samundi means a sailoer. This name is
given to this sur, because it describes the state of the
sailors while on sea the same moral being held in view as
in the previous sur (sur siri Rag)
The poet considers man a sailor or a passenger in a
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ship in the midst of an ocean. Although a man comes out
safe from a thousand perils with the help of God still it is
necessary just as that he should keep himseif aloof from
evil passions a sailor should keep his ship safe.
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In sur samundhi and sur SriRag Shah Abdul Latif
speaks elaborately on different aspects of the sea. On the
one hand, he refers to the amazing vastness and depth of
the sea, which Conseal. within itself numerous secrets and
divine attributes. It Symbolises the ocean of divine love
and knowledge. If a seeker is able to attain even drop of
it, it will suffice for a lifetime. He expresses this idea in
the following lines.
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4.  The life religion and poetry of Shah. The greatest Poet of Sindh. Lila
Ram Watan Mal.

5. The Poetry of Shah Abdul Latif. Dr. Durre- Shahwar Syed.
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God who is one, no rival hath,
Here in of him the oneness is,
And righteousness of truth,

But who Embraced false Twoness lost,
Indeed the savour and the salt of life.
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v x4 The melody and Philosophy of shah latifoluss

From this follows logica,lly the absolute determinism
that characterizes all of shah s poetry but along with this
determinism is also relentless struggle to go forward. Shah
was all for persistent and relentless struggle.
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well known in their time.Jakhro,a big Zamindar Famous
for his liberality, is spoken of Mention is made of Sultan
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=4, The birth of a classic :jgenas  2igs H.T.Sorley
55 5L Jlgm
The emergence of genius is an event which is the
present state of human knowledge approaches the in
explicable. Heredity and environment are certainly
aninadequate explanation. There is usually little in the
mmmediate circumstanaces of his birth and his upbringing

to above his fellows. In shah abdul latifs case the
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enquirer find small help towards knowing how this
outstanding poet came to the fulfillment of his genius.

Shah Abdul Latif s life in fact would seem to prove

the truth of the old adage , Poeta nascitur,non fot.
5 G SISl S g oyl oo

In shah abdul lateif’s life time we can Trace Fairly
casily most of the signs that the old order was soon to
pass away. The poet,s own life displays the successive
stages he went through from poet/s to sage, ending finally
in in sainthood. The important point, however is that shah
abdul latif is the last of the great medieval poets. He sang
for a people whosec religious outlook itelligible and
respected tody, has lost for ever that equality of
homogeneity with its environment which is so
characteristic of mediclism. It is extrcmely doubtful
whether poetry like shah abdul latif s can ever bc
composed in sindh.
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Tamachi, who fell in love with the beautiful fisher woman
named Nur or Nurahin who lived in village on the banks
of lake Kinjhar. The woman was Gandari by caste, and
the king geve her a place in his palace and raised her
above his queens.
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Latif never thought of his poems as works because
they did not entail labour.He created them in ecstatic
moodes when no work as work was possible. So,he called
them paigham(message) and every time without that he
should have suggested has been sung by those who
understood the verses and also by those who can not
under stand them at all: sung they have been and no one
can stop people from singing them.
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No one can read his poetry without being consions at
once that here is some thing really great: here is beauty
ex- pressed with the utter frankness of sincerity,without
conceits collaboration or pomposity in shah are set forth
in sheer adoration and humility,feelings which are the
base of all religions and essential to the highest qualities
of the poe- clever intellectualism.here there is no.

(H.T Sorley-shah Abdul latif)
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This is one of the most vigorous and pathetic surs of
our poet.
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The poems of Marui and Umar describe the feelings
of Marui locked in her prison rooms and longing to be
released by her people, the Rustic camel herds and goat
herds of Malir.
[ shall fall at the feet of the man who has come from
my country, my fathers own home. 1 shall speak (sayid
saith) the true thoughts of mine heart.

I am not to blame for this thing and I swear that

alone I,d have never come here.
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This is one of the most pathetic and sub lime Surs of
our poet.
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She tore off the cover rom her face, disclosed herself
to Chanesar, fell down at his feet and breathed her last.
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This sur is in,siraiki sindhi, and is very beautiful, but
it is not our poet s. Like the previous one, it 1S given in
the Bhit Mss. as it was sung in our poet s time. I have,

however, given the tale of the lovers in the next chapter.
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Heer was daughter of Mehar choochak, the chief of a
village named Jhang Siyal, which is to the south-west of
Lahore.
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When Hir saw Ranjhu come out, she fell madly in
love with him. and he became equally enamoured of her.
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Sufi poets of sindh about whom and immense modern
literature is now poured forth, none are superior to Shah
Abdul Latif and most, if not all, of them are later in date.
Between the thirteenth century when Lal Shahbaz
flourished and the eighteenth century when Shah Abdul
Latif lived there 1s very little that can be said to securely
established in the way of verified historical fact. Sachal
Sarmast (The Intoxicated) is the best of these poets and
he appears to have been born some time between 1739
and 1757 and is alleged as a boy to have met Shah Abdul
Latif.
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» The Melody and Philosophy of Shah Abdul Latif ol

From this follow logical,ly the absolute determinism
that characterizes all of Shah s poetry but along with this
determinism is also the relentless struggle te go forward.
Shah was all for persistent and relentless struggle. They
are all females (except Rai Dyach Who is class by self)
driving them on the passion of love through an orbit of
experience to the ultimate intensity of fulfillment. There is
catharsis, of course, death also, but nevertheless no
tragedy. Infact sasui is inviting death to come back so that
she could have ride on it.
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However Shah's tale is not the Shakespearian type.

There is in fact no tragedy: Shah never wrote on... In
these dramas it appears as though Allah is driving his
heroines.
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We became neither Sheikhs, nor Makhdums,
Neither Kazis, nor Mullas. nor Preachers,
We contrived no devices of these hypocritical ’Creed&
Sachal! We have learnt noting but the art of God s love.
(K. Advani)
TR AT J;-JL.J A

Behold the miracle of love! It absolves us of all

¥t z:,.a

refigions.
(K Advani
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Qﬁ gﬁ P (The Poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai)oliés

“The great Sindhi poet, Shah Latif who forms the
subject of this study, was destined to experience the
impact of internal political weakness within the sub-
continent, as well as the effect of attacks from Muslims
neighbors from Iran and Afghanistan.
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Mansur is symbol of selfless sacrifice in the path of
love. This symbol is widely employed in sufistic poetry
down to the times of Sachal Sarmast. The hallajian
tradition of a desire and of submission to suffering in the
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quest of communion with the absolute truth (3>) and
expressing such an experience without reservations, has
found a special appeal in Sindh, may be on account of its
identification with the character, of heroins in Sindhi
folklore who took to the path of self annthilation (L) in
order to unite with their beloved- hence also the symbol
(=) Ibn-e-Mansure Hallaj in Sindhi sufistic poetry of
a true lover and its impact on all of us sitting here.
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