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The development so far outlined show us what
eighteenth century scholars knew about languages.



Therstated the grammatical features of language in
philosophical terms and took no account of the
structural difference between language, but ob-
served it by forcing their description into the
scheme of Latin grammar. They had not observed
the' Sounds of speech, and confused them with the
written symbols of the alphabet. Their failure to
distingush between actual speech and the use of
writing distorted also their notions about the history
of languages" (1).
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Our Enghsh alphabet and orthography are disgrace-
fully and almost ridiculously imperfet. Let us notice
the main features of Arabic alphabet. I suppose it
can claim the title 'alphabet’ on etymological
grounds, but it is really a syllabary. Firstly, each
Arabic letter has a name of its own. Secondly, each
one is capable of being realized as an art figure in
itself. Thirdly, and most important of all, each one
has syllabic value, the value or ‘potestas' in the
most general terms being consonant plus vowel, in-
cluding vowel zero, or zero vowel. The special
mark, ‘Sukuun' for a letter without vowel possibil-
ities, i.e. with zero vowel or for letter to end a syl-
lable, not begin it, is the key to the understanding.
of the syallabi¢c value of the simple letter not so
marked, and this is congruent with the essentials of

Arabic grammar"(1).
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(1) Firth, L. R., Papers in Linguistics, Oxford University
press, London, 1957, pp.125 and 126.
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" Arabic syllabary is almost perfect for Arabic itself"(1).
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"The principle of a symbol for each phoneme is ap-
proached by our traditional alphabet writing, but our tradi-
tional writing does not carry it out sufficiently for the pur-
pose of lingustic study. We write /sun/ and /son/ differently,
although the phonemes are the same, but /lead/
(noun) and/lead/ (verb) alike, though the phonemes are
different. The words /oh/, /owe/, /so/, [sew/, sow/, /hoe/,
/beav/, /thougly/, all end with the same phoneme, variously
reprsented in writing; the words /though/, /bough/,
/through/, /cough/ end with different phonemes, but are all
written with letters- ongh. Our letter x is superfluous be-
cause it represents the same phoneme as /ks/ as in 'tax', or /
gz/ as in 'examine'; our letler ¢ is superfluous because it rep-
resents the same phoneme /k/ in 'cat’ or as /s/ in ‘cent'. Stan-
dard Enghlish in Chicago has thirty-two simple primary pho-
nemes; the twenty- six letters of our alphabet are too few for
a phonetic record. For some phonemes we use combinations
of two letters (diagraphs) as th for the initial pho-
nemes in /thin/, ch for that in /chin/, sh for that in /shin/,

and ng for the final phoneme in /sing/".
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(1) Daudpota, U. M., Article, "Sindhi Literature,” Cultural
Heritage, of Pakistan, Karachi, Oxford University Press,
1955, P. 156.
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(1) John Marshall, Mohen-jo-Daro & the Indus Civilization,
London, 1931, P. 33.
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(1) Vijaya Krishna brothers, "Literary History of India",
Omle Co, Inc: New York, P.5 i

Also see: Chandra Chakraverty, "Racial History of India",
Vijaya Krishna brothers, Calcutta, PP. 170-225.
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"We should introduce the language of the country (namely
Scindhee) as the medium of official intercourse. I do not see
in what way our revenue and judicial officers (however their
offices and courts may be continued) can work effectually
through a foreign medium of communication, such as Per-
sian or English. A period of 18 months should, thercfore, be
allowed to the officers in civil employ to qualify themsclves
for an examination in the scindhee language. I believe their
doing so will be facilitated by the publication of the diction-
ary and grammar which I proposed Lieutenant Stack should
be allowed to have printed.

The recommendation of the Commissioner that "early
measure to education, as in our other provinces," is no doubt
judicious, but it were premature to take any measure for
larming educational establishments, before our own Europe-
an administration have obtained a complete knowledge of the

country and before we have trained up persons, fitted to im-
part knowledge in th Vernacular tongue”.(3)

(1) Aitken, E.H., Op. Cit, p. 472

(2) Tbid.

(3) James C. Melvill, Scinde, "A copy of a report of Sir Geor. ge Clerk,
Govenor of Bombay, 1848 on the Administration of Scinde;" East India
House, 1854, pp. 15, Paras 68 & 69, under the heading:

'Sir George Clerk's minutes onScinde’.
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(2) Ibid.
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